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HAMILTON COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS
MEETING HELD

MARCH 4,2013 AT 8:30AM

The meeting of the llamilton County Board of Elections was called to order at
8:30am by Chairman Burke. Present were members Mr. Triantafilou, Mr. Faux
and Mr. Gerhardt. Also present: Director Amy Searcy, Deputy Director Sally
Krisel and David Stevenson and Kathy Bailey from the Hamilton Counry
Prosecutor's Office. An official transcript ofthe meeting was taken by Court
Reporter Barb Lambers.

Chairman Burke asked the Board to engage in a moment of silence for Barry
Horstman.
Chairman Burke noted that proper notice was duly provided as required by O.R.C.
12t.22.

I. APPROVE MEETING MINUTES
Mr, Triantafilou made a motion to approve the minutes ofthe February 22,2013
Board meeting; Mr. Faux seconded. The motion passed unanimously,

II. BOARD CONTINUED INVESTIGATION INTO VOTER AI\IOMALIES FROM
THE 2012 GENERAL ELECTION
Director Searcy reported that, as instructed by the Board, the cases and
accompanying documentation have been sent to the Hamilton County Prosecutor's
Office. Copies have been sent to the Ohio S€cretary of State pursuant to Directive
20r3-01.

Chairman Burke confirmed a scheduled call with the Elections Counsel from the
Secretary of State's office and asked they be made aware of the Board's request for
an opinion from the Prosecutor's office, Having been advised by Mr. Stevenson that
there was no response from the Prosecutor's Office on the Board's request for an
opinion related to this investigation, Chairman Burke asked Mr, Stevenson to
encourage the Prosecutor's oflice to respond sooner rather than later.

III. WEBSITE UPDATE
Deputy Director Krisel provided an update on the website including changes to the
server to prevent website downtime; improvements to the site to include maps and
periodic reviews of the site to ensure links and attachments are up to date. The
Board agreed to include approved meeting minutes to the website,

IV. DISCUSSION AND DI,MONSTRATION OF A PROPOSED ELECTION
NIGHT REPORTING SYSTEM
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Director Searcy directed the Board to material previously distributed regarding
software to enhance the BOE election night reporting. The proposal is for a three
year agreement, structured to allow for discontinuing the agreement after the first
year if the Board is not satisfied, Administrator Sherry Poland provided a
demonstration of the software and answered questions from the Board, The Board
expressed budget concerns and confirmed with staff the availability of funds for this
contract.
Mr. Triantafilou made a motion to adopt a resolution to authorize the Director
and/or Deputy Director to complete the terms of a contract with SOE Software; Mr.
Faux seconded, The motion passed unanimously.

V. PERSONNEL ISSUE
Chairman Burke noted an employee appeal of a disciplinary action, The employee,
Ken Spruce, was present. Chairman Burke confirmed it was the choice of the
employee whether to enter into an executive session for this discussion and the
employee indicated he had no preference. Mr. Spruce confirmed.

Upon the advice of Counsel, Deputy Director Krisel proceeded with a report of the
events leading to the disciplinary action. The Board was provided supporting
docum€ntation including Mr. Spruce's written appeal as well as data retrieved from
IT department documenting Mr. Spruce's computer activity.

Ms, Krisel and Mr. Spruce were sworn in by the court reporter. Mr. Spruce issued
his statement of appeal of the disciplinary action. Chairman Burke proceeded in
questioning Mr, Spruce.

Mr. Triantafilou made a motion to deny the appeal; Mr. Faux seconded. The
motion passed unanimously.

VI. OTHER BUSINESS
Chairman Burke provided an opportunity for the audience to address the Board.
The Board fielded several questions/comments from the audience.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Triantafilou made
a motion to adjourn; Mr. Faux seconded, The motion passed unanimously.
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