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Hamilton County Youth at the Booth Program a Success 

In 2005, Ohio law was amended to allow high school seniors, who are at least 17 years of age, to work at 

the polls. In Hamilton County in 2014, we had a total of 116 students from 13 different schools who 

participated. Wyoming High School had 46 students, comprising close to 1/3 of their senior class.   

Emma Harrison, a Senior at Wyoming High school, was among those who participated.  “I feel much 

more involved and knowledgeable in the political process after getting the chance to work the polls on 

Election Day and if given the option, I would do it again.” 

Students work as regular poll workers, getting a first-hand lesson in the voting process as well as 

providing an important civic duty to the voters of Hamilton County. Students must attend a 3 hour 

training class, work the Monday night before the election to set up, and on Election Day from 6am until 

around 8:45pm.  They are paid $161.50 as a precinct election official. 

Sherry Poland, Director of the Hamilton County Board of Elections would love to have all high schools in 

Hamilton County choose to participate. “The students do a wonderful job each election and bring a 

youthful energy and enthusiasm to the polls.  This benefits not only our voters but their fellow workers. 

We hope this sparks a lifelong interest in the electoral process,” said Poland. 

Sally J. Krisel, Deputy Director of the Hamilton County Board of Elections echoed those sentiments.  “The 

voters love to see our young people taking an active role in the election. We hope as these students go 

on to college or other endeavors they stay interested and involved in the election system.” 

If you or your school are interested in more information regarding the Hamilton County Youth at the 

Booth program, please contact Joe Mallory at 513-632-7089. 
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