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My    ote
My Right    My Responsibility

Ballot Box Bulletin

Dear Precinct Election Official:

We are less than two weeks away from the 2016 General Election, something I’m sure you are 
reminded of every time you browse the web or watch TV. People are working hard to get ready 
for the November 8, 2016 General Election – both at the Secretary of State’s Office and your 
local county board of elections. All of the work we are doing now will help to ensure that come 
Election Day, the process runs smoothly and efficiently.

This preparation is important. Before Election Day, you will receive the training and supplies 
you need to conduct an election at the precinct level. On Election Day, it is up to you to be 
professional, focused and customer friendly. 

This edition of the Ballot Box Bulletin contains several items to help in your Election Day 
preparation, such as resources and reminders, as well as an article to clear up some 
misconceptions about Ohio Elections. This issue of the Ballot Box Bulletin also celebrates our 
accomplishments. Earlier this year, the Pew Charitable Trusts recognized Ohio as one of the 
nation’s most improved states in election administration. One reason for this is that Ohio’s wait 
time for in-person, Election Day voting has improved and is better than the national average. We 
could not have accomplished that without your hard work.  

Your continued efforts this and every Election Day will make Ohioans confident in the elections 
process and remind the rest of the country that in Ohio, it is easy to vote and hard to cheat. 

Thank you again for the work you do to help Ohioans carry out their right to vote.

Jon Husted

Volume 6, Issue 2 • November  2016

From the Desk of Ohio Secretary of State Jon Husted

If you are working the polls on November 8, 2016 there is still time for you to log on and take the 
Secretary of State’s Online Precinct Election Official Training course if you have not already

done so. The course is available 24 hours per day, seven days per week up until
5:30 a.m. on Election Day. 

Website: www.ohiopollworkertraining.sos.state.oh.us
Username: Your e-mail address   •   Password: vote118

Toll-Free Technical Support: 1-888-521-2262

Secretary of State 

Online Precinct Election Official Training Course

http://www.ohiopollworkertraining.sos.state.oh.us/
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P r e p a r i n g  f o r  E l e c t i o n  D ay
Election officials across the state of Ohio have been tirelessly and consistently striving to Be Ready. With the focus 
now firmly on the November 2016 General Election, boards have been training Precinct Election Officials to Be 
Ready as well.

What does a PEO need to do?
Be professional, patient, courteous, and kind
Know that the experience a voter has with you will often affect a person’s feelings on the election process as a whole. Be 
respectful of everyone who arrives at the polling location – even if the individual does not act the same way towards you.  

Answer questions thoughtfully and guide voters through the process. 
Explain key information clearly and concisely, referring to the training materials as needed to provide the correct information. 
Assist voters with disabilities by ensuring that all ADA voting machines within the location are functioning and working properly 
before the polls are open. 

Keep political views private 
With political passions high around election time, it is normal for people to be expressive of their views. As a precinct election 
official, you are charged with maintaining and modeling a neutral, campaign-free zone. 

Direct voters to the correct polling location
If the voter is in the wrong precinct and/or polling place, you must first direct the voter to his or her correct precinct and/or 
polling place, provide the telephone number for the board of elections in case the voter has questions, and tell the voter that all 
or a portion of a ballot cast in the wrong precinct cannot be counted. If after directing the voter to his or her correct polling place 
the voter insists on voting in your precinct and polling location, he or she MUST vote a provisional ballot.

Recognize the Important Role You Play
The role a precinct election official performs on Election Day is vital to a successful and smooth election. To ensure the integrity 
of the voting process, all precinct election officials must enforce the peace and good order in and about the polling location. They 
must keep the entrance to the polling location open and unobstructed. They also must prevent and stop any actions or attempts 
to obstruct, intimidate or interfere with any voter who is checking in or voting. 

What can a PEO do to be prepared?
Train using the methods below.
• Online – The Secretary of State’s online training is a useful tool to polish your skills. It is available before all primary and 

general elections. Contact your county board of elections or the Secretary of State’s Office to get registered and receive a 
login password.  

• In Person - Before the election, in-person training is mandatory.  Contact your county board of elections if you are unsure 
when in-person training is scheduled.

• Practice Sessions – Many counties have sessions where you can practice with the machines or look over paperwork. If you 
don’t understand something before Election Day, give your board of elections a call. They will be glad to help.

• Manual – A PEO Manual is always available 60 days prior to each election on the Secretary of State’s website. There is also 
one copy in each precinct polling location bag if you have questions. Your board of elections will also provide you with a local 
manual for local procedures.

• Flipchart – The PEO Quick Reference Guide gives you answers at your fingertips. Become familiar with it so you can find 
answers quickly on Election Day.

http://www.ohiopollworkertraining.sos.state.oh.us/
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Review your Supplies
Before the polls open, become familiar with the supplies, 
where they should be placed and when you need to use them.

• Street list – This is a vital tool to make sure voters are in the 
correct location. Make sure you understand how to identify 
number splits as well as cardinal directions (north, south, 
east, west).

• Official Precinct Voter Registration List – Understand who 
can view the  list of registered electors, otherwise known 
as the Official Precinct Voter Registration List, and when it 
should be posted.

Know the Rules
Knowing key requirements, such as the valid forms of identification, 
is one of the most important things that can make Election Day 
run smoothly.  Review the acceptable forms of ID for regular and 
provisional voters. 

Know the Location
Nothing is worse than being lost in the dark at 5:30 a.m., especially 
when it’s snowing or raining on Election day. Take a drive to your 
assigned polling location a day or two ahead of time. Even if you have 
worked there several times, you never know when street work could 
close a road or affect your travel time. 

Be Prepared: Issuing Provisional Ballots
Provisional ballots are issued for a variety of reasons listed here. For example, the voter has changed his or her address 
without updating his or her voter registration information with the board of elections, the voter’s name does not appear in the 
pollbook , or the voter had requested an absentee ballot. 

Take a moment to review the rules provided by your board of elections for issuing ballots to  provisional voters. 

• The Provisional Ballot Affirmation (Form 12-B) must be given to the voter.

• The voter must complete the Provisional Ballot Affirmation (Form 12-B). 

NOTE: The completed Provisional Ballot Affirmation (Form 12-B) will serve as a voter registration update form for the 
provisional voter so that the voter’s current information will appear in the Signature Poll Book for future elections.

• If the voter is in the wrong polling place, the voter should first be directed to his or her correct polling place, given the 
telephone number for the board of elections in case the voter has questions, and told that all or part of a ballot cast in the 
wrong precinct cannot be counted. If after directing the voter to his or her correct polling place the voter demands to vote 
in your precinct and polling location, he or she MUST vote a provisional ballot.

• If the voter is in the correct polling place and insists on voting in the wrong precinct, the precinct election official must 
complete and sign the Provisional Voter Precinct Verification (Form 12-D).

• Precinct election officials must provide to every provisional voter a copy of the Provisional Ballot Notice (Form 12-H) at the 
time the voter casts his or her provisional ballot.

• After the voter has marked his or her ballot, the voter must place the voted ballot inside the Identification Envelope – 
Provisional Ballot Affirmation (Form 12-B). The envelope containing the voted ballot must then be placed by the voter in a 
secure ballot box or bag provided by the board of elections.

• A provisional ballot can never be scanned into a tabulator at the polling location.

http://www.sos.state.oh.us/SOS/Upload/elections/EOresources/peoTraining/PEOManual-2016General.pdf#page=39"
http://www.sos.state.oh.us/sos/upload/elections/forms/12-B.pdf
http://www.sos.state.oh.us/sos/upload/elections/forms/12-B.pdf
http://www.sos.state.oh.us/sos/upload/elections/forms/12-B.pdf
http://www.sos.state.oh.us/sos/upload/elections/forms/12-D.pdf
http://www.sos.state.oh.us/sos/upload/elections/forms/12-H.pdf
http://www.sos.state.oh.us/sos/upload/elections/forms/12-B.pdf
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Dedication and drive. Two terms effective for describing the election officials honored in this issues PEO Red Carpet. Here is a 
glimpse of some of Ohio’s best READY to go above and beyond.

Meet Donna Williams, an Ashland County Board of Elections Voting Machine Technician. She began working at the polling 
location when the polling location was in her actual basement! To hear the Precinct Election Officials who served with her at the 
time, Election Day was the social event of the year. Donna made menus, arranged parking accommodations, and determined and 
schedule lunches – all in advance of Election Day. Preparation for her was key.

 
Though the polling location eventually moved to a different location, Donna 
continued to serve the voters in Ashland County, focusing her attention and skills on 
the voting equipment acquired by the board in 2005. It was then that Donna was at 
the office every day, labeling and organizing – even earning the nickname the “Queen 
of the P-Touch Labeler.” Now, prior to each election, Donna will happily sit and listen 
to each audio version of the ballot on the ADA-accessible voting machines ensuring 
that the audio-version of the ballot is clear, accurate and thoroughly vetted.

Donna also steps in to host an Open House where PEOs are invited to be coached 
(one-on-one if necessary) by experts like Donna who can answer questions on all 
aspects of the election. On Election Day, Donna is assigned to the same polling 
location every election (at the request of the PEOs at this location) where she helps 
with setup the day before and assisting as needed on Election Day.

Donna and her husband Tom can frequently be found at a sporting event cheering on the local high school where her son is a 
football coach and her grandson the starting quarterback. Dedicated to her family, Donna is also dedicated to serving the voters 
of Ashland County by getting the job done and done right – something of a “priceless” value to the Ashland County Board of 
Elections. 

For a golfer, few things are more important as giving up a day on the links. But for 
David Seiss, a retired educator and self-proclaimed “Olde Farm Boy”, he is always 
willing to answer the call for help. Dave started his service with the board in 2005 
after being “volunteered” by his sister to aid in testing the voting equipment 
before the election. Dave’s energy and resourcefulness made the process of 
testing much easier as he was more than willing to carry, haul, load, and unload 
the equipment – which was stored across the street in a climate-controlled 
warehouse! 

Dave has always served on Election Day as a Voting Machine Technician where 
he is assigned to multiple polling locations and helps to ensure that all the voting 
machines are working as tested. Being a fiscal officer in the township where 
he often serves as a voting machine technician, Dave is always willing to travel 
to different locations when his name appears on the ballot. The board officials 
frequently hear from the PEOs involved with the switch – with those he left being 
sad he wasn’t available on Election Day and the others thrilled he was back to visit!

With his pickup truck loaded with every tool imaginable from posthole drivers to wrenches, Dave comes loaded with every tool 
necessary to fix a broken case or a spring that has sprung. Ingenious and creative, Dave is also a problem solver. Once, while 
mounting accessible parking signs to posts, there were issues with mounting the signs - a problem later fixed when Dave came 
along with a bucket full of wooden spacers to solve the problem. 

Dave is someone special. Armed with a fireball candy in his pocket for his cup of coffee, Dave loves to share his opinions and 
spend time talking with the staff at the board office. Always smiling and willing to do whatever it takes to get the job done, Dave 
is always driven to ensure another successful election in Ashland County!

p e o  r e d  c a r p e t  a w a r d s
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d e d i c at e d  s ta f f  m a k e  l i f e  e a s y 
A board of elections does not run itself. It takes the dedication and drive 
of its employees – both full-time and part-time to aid in the effort to 
administer an election. In Highland County, it is Nancy Shaffer, a 12-year 
long clerk and Precinct Election Official, whom her colleagues have come 
to rely upon to get the job done. Whether it is service at a variety of 
various polling locations from one election to the next where an official is 
needed, to processing voter records at the board of elections office, it is 
Nancy who steps up. 

She is gifted in such a way that she can perform multiple tasks which 
include, as a clerk at the board of elections, scheduling voting days with 
nursing home residents. She arranges for bipartisan teams to visit the 
nursing homes to provide those who may need assistance the opportunity 
to cast a ballot. On Election Day, it is her expertise and knowledge of the 
provisional voting process which allows voters to easily move through the 
process. 

“In this day and age, volunteering is somewhat of a past time, but Nancy 
Shaffer has no problem with stepping up and lending a hand to get a job 
done - even if it is on her own time. She understands the budget woes that 
face this office and also understands the mounds of work to be done,” 
brags Director Debbie Craycraft. 

Nancy Shaffer is exemplary, and, like so many others around this state working at a local board of elections as well as serving as 
a PEO, worthy of this recognition.

T r u ly  R e a d y  t o  S e r v e
Bev’s recollection of the 2016 March Primary Election will 
always be profound . . . she’ll remember it as the one where 
she stepped in to serve as a Voting Location Manager for 
her husband Herb who passed away on the day before the 
election.

When asked why she didn’t want a replacement for her 
on Election Day, Bev stated, “Herb and I made a promise 
to serve, and I just needed to do it.  That’s just the way I 
am.”  Her amazing commitment prompted a visit to her 
voting location from Deputy Director David Payne and 
Secretary of State Jon Husted.  “It looks like Herb gave me 
my 15-minutes of fame,” Bev says.  

We think her story of incredible sacrifice will be shared 
throughout the halls of the Board of Elections for many 
years to come.

p e o  r e d  c a r p e t  a w a r d s

Secretary of State Husted visits Bev at her Franklin County polling 
location to honor her willingness to serve.
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T h i s  y e a r  m a r k e d  a  b a n n e r  y e a r  a s  t w o 
i m p o r ta n t  i n i t i at i v e s  w e r e  s i g n e d  i n t o  l a w.

While Secretary of State Jon Husted already launched the Online Change of Address System in 2012, his efforts to modernize 
Ohio elections were spotlighted by the passage of Senate Bill 63, which authorized the use of Online Voter Registration in Ohio. 
Secretary Husted has been an advocate for this change since 
taking office in 2011. 

Accessibility
Convenient and easy to use - able to access 
system anywhere there is an internet connection 
and any time of day. 

Security
More secure than current paper-based system. Requires individuals to 

provide: Ohio Drivers’ License or State ID Number; Last four digits of their 
Social Security Number; Date of Birth; Address and, Matching Name. 

Information entered is instantaneously verified using data from Bureau 
of Motor Vehicles. Individuals are only able to access their information. 

Board of Elections staff must actively accept electronic information. 

 Cost Effective
Boards of elections could save between $.50 to $2.34 per online 
registration vs. paper forms. Ohio processed 5.6 million paper 
applications from 2011-2014 and could have saved anywhere 
from $2.8 - $13.2 million had online system been in place.

Accuracy
Reduces paper-processing and thus the potential 

for errors associated with data entry. 

Today is a great day for voters as 
we can now move forward with 
implementing one of the most 

valuable new tools we have in our 
efforts to make it easier to vote 

and harder to cheat.

“Online voter registration is easy for voters, effective in fighting 
voter fraud and less costly than paper registrations alone.

“Ohio is already a national leader in election administration with more opportunities to cast a ballot than many places in the 
country and online voter registration will add to the state’s lead.”

Online Voter Registration will be implemented in January 2017.

An Overview of Online Voter Registration in Ohio
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Safe at Home
Protecting the victims      of domestic violence & human trafficking

On September 8, 2016, Ohio Secretary of State Jon Husted officially launched the Safe at Home initiative, a program that will 
allow survivors of domestic violence, human trafficking and other violent crimes to shield their personal information from public 
records when registering to vote.  

“It is unacceptable that there are those 
in America who are forced to choose 
between their personal liberties and 
their personal safety,” Secretary Husted 
said. “We know there are those in Ohio 
who choose to not register to vote and 
participate in our democracy out of fear 
for their well-being, but today, we’re 
bringing that to an end.” 

In October of 2015, Secretary Husted 
called on the legislature to establish 
the Safe at Home program in state law 
ahead of the 2016 Presidential Election, 
a call that resulted in the introduction of 
House Bill 359 and Senate Bill 222. The 
legislation authorizes the Secretary of 
State to shield the personal information 
of an individual if they are the survivor of 
certain violent crimes and believe their 
attacker may use public information in order to locate them. 

This address confidentiality program that allows victims of domestic violence, stalking, human trafficking, rape or sexual battery 
to apply for an address designated by the Secretary of State (SOS) to serve as the person’s address to shield their residence 
address from public records, including the Statewide Voter Registration Database. 

How to Participate
Victims can apply to participate in the program only through a certified application assistant. An application assistant is defined 
in the law as “…an employee or volunteer at an agency or organization that serves victims of domestic violence, menacing by 
stalking, human trafficking, trafficking in persons, rape, or sexual battery who has received training and certification from the 
secretary of state to help individuals complete applications to be program participants.” 

For more information on this program visit 

http://www.sos.state.oh.us/sos/agency/initiatives/SafeatHomeOhio.aspx. 

http://www.sos.state.oh.us/sos/agency/initiatives/SafeatHomeOhio.aspx
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Information changes and gets distorted. Stories become legends. During election time, a lot of information can be lost in 
translation and misinterpreted.

As you prepare to serve as a Precinct Election Official in November, it is important that you are able to provide facts about the 
election process. Take a moment to review the myths and facts below.

Myth: Absentee ballots and provisional ballots are not counted unless 
the election is close.

Fact: All ballots that are eligible to be counted in an election are 
counted, even absentee ballots that have been postmarked by the day 
before – but received after – Election Day. 

Myth: My ballot has a stub with a number on it, therefore, the board of 
elections will know how I have voted. 

Fact: Ballots that are placed in an optical scan voting machine do 
not contain a stub. In fact, the optical scan machines won’t allow the 
ballot to be accepted with a stub. The number on the stub is for ballot 
auditing purposes only and will not in any way identify the ballot. 

Myth: A voter who did not vote in the March Primary Election cannot vote in the November General Election.

Fact: Any registered voter may vote in the November General Election, regardless of whether or not he or she has ever voted 
before.

Myth: The voting machines are connected to the internet and my vote is not secured. 

Fact: No voting machines are connected to the internet pursuant to Ohio law. The results are transmitted to the county board of 
elections on a memory device by a bipartisan team. 

Myth: I have to vote for everything on the ballot or my ballot will not count.

Fact: Voters do not have to vote on every race or issue that is on the ballot. Even if every selection is not made, the ballot will 
still be counted.

Myth: I voted for my favorite Disney character as a write-in candidate. What if he or she wins? 

Fact: Only votes for write-in candidates who are certified to the ballot will be counted.  Mickey Mouse and Goofy, while 
wonderful characters, are not qualified to be candidates. 

Myth: A voter who needs assistance in voting can only have the assistance of a spouse or a family member.  

Fact: A voter may ask for assistance in marking the ballot because of blindness, disability or illiteracy. Voters who require 
assistance may have a person of their choice or two Precinct Election Officials – each from a different political party – assist 
them. The elector may choose anyone he or she wants to provide the assistance, other than the elector’s employer, an agent of 
the elector’s employer, or an officer or agent of the elector’s union, if any, or any candidate whose name appears on the ballot 
(R.C. 3505.24).

R e i n f o r c i n g  t h e  F a c t s

Secretary of State Husted released an educational video to inform 
Ohioans of how their ballots are handled once cast and how the 

process for tabulating results is bipartisan and secure.

http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3505.24
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3xbil_MjwbY
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Who is allowed in the polling location?
• An election official;

• A police officer;

• A person reviewing the 6:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m. or 4:00 p.m. list of registered electors;

• A voter;

• A voter’s child, who is not yet of voting age;

• A person assisting another person to vote;

• An observer bearing a certificate of appointment; and

• Journalists.

What are the rules about campaigning in or near the polling location?
Campaigning or displaying campaign material inside of the neutral zone of a polling location is prohibited.  However, nothing in 
Ohio’s election laws prohibit a person or entity from campaigning or displaying campaign material outside of the neutral zone of 
a polling location (i.e., outside of the flags marking the 100-foot barrier or beyond 10 feet from any elector waiting in line to vote, 
if the line to vote extends beyond the flags). Ohio law prohibits anyone from procuring or offering “money or other valuable 
thing to or for the use of another, with the intent that it or part thereof shall be used to induce such person to vote or to refrain 
from voting.” Food, discounts, and other such inducements are “things of value” for purposes of the election law statutes on 
bribery.

Keep in Mind: 
In the event prohibited activities in the polling location arise, precinct election officials should politely attempt to neutralize the 
situation but should still allow an elector to vote.  The precinct election official should notify the board of elections about the 
incident.

What are the identification requirements for voting on Election Day? 
All voters must provide a form of identification when voting. There are many different forms of valid identification.  When an 
elector appears in a polling place to vote, the elector shall announce to the Precinct Election Officials the elector’s full name 
and current address and provide proof of the elector’s identity in the form of a current and valid photo identification, a military 
identification, or a copy of a current utility bill, bank statement, 
government check, paycheck, or other government document, 
other than a notice of voter registration mailed by a board of 
elections, that shows the name and current address of the 
elector.

Keep in Mind: 
An unexpired Ohio driver’s license or state ID card with an 
old address IS ACCEPTABLE as a valid form of identification 
necessary to cast a regular ballot when the voter’s current  
address is displayed in the Signature Poll Book.  The poster to 
the right reflects this information and must be displayed within 

Forgot to Update the Address on Your ID?

John P Voter

John P Voter

Signature Book
VOTER, JOHN P   Prect: 127/2   #197482
987 MORSE RD.
COLUMBUS OHIO John P Voter

An unexpired Ohio Driver’s license or State ID card with your former address 
IS an ACCEPTABLE form of ID when your current address is printed in the Signature Poll Book.*

Ohio Secretary of State’s Office
180 E. Broad St., 15th Floor • Columbus, Ohio 43215
Local: (614) 466-2585
Toll-Free: (877) SOS-OHIO (767-6446)
TTY Toll Free:  (877) TTY-OHIO (889-6446)
Local TTY: (614) 728-3295
www.OhioSecretaryofState.gov

UNEXPIRED

UNEXPIRED

*R.C. 3501.01

Address Is Current 
In Signature Book

Cast Your 
Ballot

Former Address Is On
UNEXPIRED Ohio Driver’s 
License or State ID Card

You may cast a regular ballot 
unless otherwise marked in the 
signature poll book.

http://www.sos.state.oh.us/SOS/Upload/elections/EOresources/peoTraining/PEOManual-2016General.pdf#page=30"
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the polling location. 

What happens after the polls close?
Commonly, after the polls are closed and all the voters have departed, Precinct Election Officials will complete a ballot 
reconciliation sheet which compares the number of voters with the number of ballots cast and remove the memory cards/
devices from the voting machines. Meanwhile, ballots and supplies are packed and secured and prepared for transfer back to 
the board of elections. When the supplies are provided to the board of elections, the memory cards/devices used to store the 
election results will be processed and the results displayed to the public. 

Precinct Election Officials are essential to a successful, smooth-running Election Night. Here are some key things to review so that 
each objective is fresh in mind: 

• Polls close at 7:30 p.m.,  at which time one Precinct Election Official should loudly declare, “the polls are closed!”People in 
line at the close of the polls must be permitted to vote. To accommodate voters waiting in line:

o Move the line inside the locked door of the polling location, if possible; or

o  Place a Precinct Election Official after the last person who is in line at 7:30 p.m. to prevent additional people from 
joining the line.

• Record all ballot statistics (e.g., regular, provisional, soiled and defaced, unvoted) on the Balance/Reconciliation Sheet 
provided by the board of elections.

• Double-check ballot statistics, and sign the Closing Certificate and Election Day Balance/Reconciliation Sheet.

• Bring in the flags and take down signs inside and outside the polling location.

• Remove the seal on the memory cards/device slot and remove the memory card. Do not forget this step!!  

• Close out and pack up the voting equipment following the directions provided by your board of elections.

• Securely pack ballots and supplies and immediately return them to the board of elections, or your designated drop off 
location.

• The ballots, all required voting materials and supplies must be transported to the board of elections by a voting location 
manager with a Precinct Election Official, employee, or appointee of the board to whom an oath was given and who is a 
member of a different political party than the voting location manager. Please also refer to specific transport instructions 
provided by your board of elections for more details.

electronic pollbooks
The Electronic Pollbooks (EPB) used by some counties are a wonderful tool to 
efficiently and easily process voters. There are still a few things to keep in mind 
when processing voters using an EPB:

• Your county board of elections will provide at least one paper copy of the 
precinct poll list (i.e., a list of each elector assigned to vote in the precinct, the 
elector’s voter registration address, and a space for the elector’s signature) 
or signature pollbook to each precinct that uses electronic pollbooks in an 
election. The paper copy of the poll list or signature pollbook is to ensure that 
voting can continue in the event that an electronic pollbook fails to operate as 
intended.

• If a voter does not appear after an initial search, try again. Use variants of the 
voter’s information to try to retrieve the corresponding record.

• Each electronic pollbook must be sealed by the precinct election officials with 
a tamper-evident seal before being returned from the polling location to the 
board office. If the electronic pollbook uses a removable data storage unit or 
produces a paper record, the data storage unit and the paper record must 
also be sealed with a tamper-evident seal in an appropriate storage container 
before being returned to the board. Electronic pollbooks, any removable data 
storage unit, and any paper record produced by the electronic pollbook must 
be transported to the board office in the same manner in which all other 
election materials are transported to the board.
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Earlier this year, the Pew Center on the States announced that the 
Buckeye State’s national election administration ranking has improved 
by 11 spots during Secretary of State Jon Husted’s tenure as the state’s 
top election official. The Election Performance Index (EPI), shows Ohio 
moved from 30th in the nation in 2010 to 19th in 2014, a 36 percent 
improvement overall.

“The report reinforces the fact that Ohio is a state where it is easy 
to vote and hard to cheat,” Secretary Husted said in a press release. 
“The report further validates that our focus over the past five years to 
establish uniform, statewide standards and maintain accurate voter 
rolls have improved elections in Ohio.”

Ohio was one of only eight states to earn a double-digit improvement as 
part of the non-partisan organization’s system of ranking state’s election 
systems.

Pew Charitable Trusts has created an interactive, data visualization website to display the EPI, which can be viewed here.

Ohio Secretary of State Jon Husted announced that the iBook designed in partnership 
with his office, Ohio: Pathway to the Presidency, won both “Best iBook of the Year” 
overall in the Education Division as well as “Best iBook of the Year” for history in the 
Education Division. 
  
These awards were given at the iBooks Author Conference in Nashville, Tennessee 
where a panel of judges rank already selected finalists based on merit. 
  
In September, the iBook was designated a “New and Notable” publication on the 
education section of the Apple iBook Store (learn more here).
 
“This is a great tool for students of all ages to learn more about Ohio’s role in national 
politics and even the choices before voters this fall,” Secretary Husted said. “It’s good to 
see it receive the recognition it deserves.” 
  
The iBook, available through the iBook Application on Apple devices at no cost, features 
five chapters including detailed biographical information on the eight former U.S. 
Presidents to have called Ohio home and information on why Ohio is so important in the 
race to the White House.   

Since its launch just two months ago, there has already been 2,500 downloads. 

H u s t e d ’ s  i B o o k ,  O h i o :  P at h w ay  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n c y, 
N a m e d  “ B e s t  i B o o k  o f  t h e  Y e a r ” 

O h i o ’ s  R a n k i n g  I m p r o v e s

Click the map to see how Ohio ranked against other states 
in The Election Performance Index. 

http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/multimedia/data-visualizations/2014/elections-performance-index#state-OH
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/multimedia/data-visualizations/2014/elections-performance-index#state-OH
http://www.sos.state.oh.us/sos/mediaCenter/2016/2016-09-27.aspx
https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/ohio-pathway-to-presidency/id1145421582?mt=11&ign-mpt=uo%3D4
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/multimedia/data-visualizations/2014/elections-performance-index#state-OH
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Maintaining Ohio’s voter records means more votes are counted

ELECTIONS IN OHIO

X

7,784,128

Easy to Vote and Hard to Cheat  

Preparing for a Smooth Election

registered voters
Complete info (SS/DOB/DL) on 90% of voters, 
up from 20% in 2011

More than 409,000 voters have 
updated their registration online

Contacted about 1.5 million voters to 
update info by mail

Removed more than 515,000 deceased
Ohioans from voter rolls

Resolved more than 1.5 million 
duplicate registrations since 2011

Since Secretary Husted took office, 
more provisional and absentee 
ballots have been counted and less 
provisional ballots have been cast.

Every Vote Matters
109 elections have been decided by
one vote or tied in the last three years

In the 2016 Presidential Election, Ohio voters have a month to
cast a ballot, including:
24/7 by-mail voting  •  200+ hours for in-person voting including
13 hours on Election Day  •  2 Saturdays and 2 Sundays
*All eligible voters to receive personalized absentee ballot application

To date, Ohio has received 
over 5,200 Federal Post Card 
Applications from military and 
overseas voters in 48 states,
101 countries and 9 Navy ships

Secretary Husted has compiled two statewide voter 
fraud and suppression reports uncovering:
284 voter fraud cases
0 voter suppression cases
436 non-citizens registered
44 non-citizens whom cast ballots

Nearly $340,000 has been awarded 
for 98 projects around Ohio to 
improve access at the polls.

Recruited more than 13,400 poll workers 
since April 2012 and distributed nearly
$2.3 million in training funds from 2011-2016.

Contacted more than 1.65 million Ohioans 
who are unregistered but eligible to vote

*Information current as of October 4, 2016
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v o t e  i n  h o n o r  o f  a  v e t e r a n

r e m e m b e r i n g  o u r  h e r o e s

M i l i ta r y  R e a d y  t o 
V o t e  a n d  O h i o  V o t e r 

P a s s p o r t

By participating in the Vote In Honor Of A Veteran initiative and wearing a Vote In Honor Of A Veteran pin on Election Day, 
you will help raise awareness about the importance of voting and highlight the inextricable bond between our veterans and 
democracy. Please join our office in encouraging others to take part in the democratic process.

To submit a testimonial, click here or visit 
http://www.sos.state.oh.us/sos/publications.aspx#vihov. 

Both federal and state laws govern absentee voting by uniformed services and overseas United States citizens. The Uniformed 
and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (UOCAVA) and the Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment (MOVE) Act are federal 
laws enacted to protect the rights of United States citizens to vote in federal elections while they are serving in the uniformed 
services or residing overseas. The Ohio General Assembly has incorporated those federal protections into the Ohio Revised Code 
and has extended them to state and local elections.

The Ohio Secretary of State’s office uses both its Military Ready-to-Vote and Ohio Voter Passports as tolls to reach those Ohioans 
in the military and residing overseas. 

Ohio Secretary of State
Jon Husted

Complete enclosed registration 
and absentee ballot request (FPCA).

Fold, seal and return.
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For more information:
 Ohio Secretary of State’s Offi  ce
 Outreach Liason

 OVP@OhioSecretaryofState.gov
 (877) SOS-OHIO (767-6446) Ext. 4
 

 Follow OhioSOSHusted:

Don’t Forget

A
fter com

pleting the Registration and
 A

bsentee Ballot 
Request (FPC

A
)

1. D
etach the application at the perforation.

2. Fold
 application in half, w

ith m
ailing ad

d
ress facing out.

3. Seal the open ed
ge using the attached

 w
afer seal below

. 
   (D

O
 N

O
T STA

PLE).
4. N

o postage necessary.
5. Keep the O

V
P pam

phlet for ad
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itional inform
ation.

www.OhioVoterPassport.com

180 E. Broad St., 16th Floor
Columbus, OH 43215

(877) SOS-OHIO (767-6446) Ext. 4
Fax: (614) 485-7690

www.OhioSecretaryofState.gov
OVP@OhioSecretaryofState.gov

SOS 2012 (09/12)

OHIO VOTER
PASSPORT

Helpful Links
Ohio Secretary of State’s Office – Overseas Voter Information
www.OhioVoterPassport.comOhio Secretary of State’s Office - General Information
www.OhioSecretaryofState.govFederal Voting Assistance Program (FVAP)www.fvap.gov

Overseas Votingohio.overseasvotefoundation.org/overseas/home.htm

E-mail Reminders

To sign up to receive e-mail reminders from the Ohio Secretary of State’s office 

regarding overseas voting, visit www.OhioVoterPassport.com and click on the

“Reminder Sign-Up” link.

Military Re
ad

y-
to

-V
ot

e,
 O

hi
o

FPCA
VOTE IN HONOR OF A VETERAN
FAQS

OHIO SECRETARY OF STATE
JON HUSTED

180 E. BROAD ST.
COLUMBUS, OH 43215

COMPLETE ENCLOSED REGISTRATION 
AND ABSENTEE BALLOT REQUEST (FPCA).

FOLD, SEAL AND RETURN.

http://www.sos.state.oh.us/sos/publications.aspx#vihov.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U5pYSN_dT6I
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Key: 1-G, 2-H, 3-D, 4-F, 5-C, 6-I, 7-A, 8-E, 9-B

County Match

Wyandot

Wood

Williams

Wayne

Warren

Vinton

Van Wert

Union

Tuscarawas

Trumbul lSummi t

Stark

Shelby

Seneca

Scioto

Sandusky

Ross

Richland

Putnam

Preble

Portage

Pike

Pickaway Perry

Paulding

Ottawa

Noble

Muskingum

Morrow

Morgan

Montgomery Monroe

Miami

Mercer

Meigs

Medina

Marion

Mahoning

Madison

Lucas

Lorain

Logan

Licking

Lawrenc e

Lake

Jackso n

Huron

Holmes

Hocking

Highland

Henry

Harriso n

Hardin

Hancock

Hamilto n

Guernsey

Greene

Geauga

Gallia

Fulton

Franklin

Fayette

Fairfield

Erie

Delawar e

Defiance

Darke

Cuyahoga

Crawford

Coshocto n

Columbiana

Clinton

Clermont

Clark

Champaign

Carroll

Butle r

Brown

Belmont

Auglaize

Athens

Ashtabul a

AshlandAllen

Adams

Washington

Jefferson

Knox          

Ex. Franklin

1. Holmes County

2. Huron County
 
3. Jackson County

4. Jefferson County 

5. Knox County

6. Lake County

7. Lawrence County

8. Licking County

9. Logan County 

A. Six architecturally interesting bridges span the Ohio 
River, connecting this county with various locations in 
both Kentucky and West Virginia.  

B. Campbell Hill, the highest point in Ohio at 1,549.09 
feet, is located in this county.

C.  John Chapman, later known as Johnny Appleseed, 
arrived in time to vote in this county’s first election, 
about 1806.

D. It is known as “The Little Wales of Ohio.” 

E. Home of Earthworks - the largest set of geometric 
earthen enclosures in the world. Built by people of the 
ancient Hopewell Culture between 100 B.C. and 500 
A.D., this architectural wonder of ancient America was 
part cathedral, part cemetery and part astronomical 
observatory. 

F. Birthplace of singer Dean Martin. Dino was born and 
raised in Steubenville until he left at age seventeen to 
pursue his dreams in the world of entertainment.

G. Has a high number of residents who do not speak 
English at home. According to the 2000 census, almost 
36% of the population speaks either Pennsylvania Dutch 
or German at home, and a further 7% speak Dutch 

H. In the late 18th century the land was in the US 
Northwest Territory, part of the Connecticut Western 
Reserve in a subregion called the Firelands.

I. Encompasses only 228.2 square miles of land, 
geographically the smallest county in Ohio.

J. Host of the Ohio State Fair.
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180 East Broad Street, 15th Floor • Columbus, Ohio 43215
Phone: (614) 466-6826 • Toll-Free: (888) 521-2262
TTY Toll-Free: (877) TTY-OHIO (877-889-6446) • TTY: (614) 728-3295
peonews@OhioSecretaryofState.gov • www.OhioSecretaryofState.gov

It’s a Date...

November 5, 2016
• Applications for absentee ballots to be mailed for the November 8 general election must be 

received by boards of elections by noon (3 days before general election).  

November 8, 2016 - General Election Day 
• Polls are open from 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
• Absentee ballots, returned in person or via a method other than U.S. Mail, must be received by the 

boards of elections by close of polls. 

November 18, 2016 
• Absentee ballots returned by U.S. Mail must be postmarked no later than November 7 and received 

by boards of elections by this date to be counted (10 days after general election).
• UOCAVA absentee ballots must be received by boards of elections by this date to be counted  

(10 days after general election).

November 19, 2016
• Boards of elections may begin official canvass of November 8 general election ballots (11 days after 

general election). 

November 29, 2016
• Boards of elections must complete canvass of November 8 general election ballots no later than 

this date (21 days after general election). 

December 19, 2016
• Electoral College gathers.

2016

My    ote
My Right    My Responsibility

http://www.OhioSecretaryofState.gov

